
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

June	12,	2022


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Trina	Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,	
Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Mike	Bernstone	and	Barry	Blum


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Una	Greenaway,	Joel	Gimpel,	Sara	Nealy	and	Shari	Berman


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:07	a.m.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	May	1,	2022,	Board	meeting	
were	approved.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.


Mike	noted	that	our	storage	unit	in	Extra	Space	Storage	is	raising	its	monthly	rental	
to	$214.		There	was	discussion	of	moving	to	a	new	facility	to	qualify	for	a	lower	
introductory	rate.		Vivienne	thought	there	might	be	a	way	to	donate	some	of	our	
Jewish	reference	and	history	books	to	the	University	of	Hawaii	(UH).		There	is	no	
Jewish	Studies	programs	as	yet	at	UH,	but	there	might	be	a	way	to	endow	this	
through	the	Weinberg	Foundation.		Vic	has	been	in	meetings	with	Peter	Hoffenberg,	
a	history	professor	at	UH	Manoa.		Barry	will	write	an	exploratory	letter	to	him,	
peterh@hawaii.edu


Responding	to	an	inquiry	from	Barry,	Mike	noted	that	approximately	half	of	the	
seder	cost	was	paid	from	Nitzavim	subsidies	totaling	about	$2500.


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


The	June	4th	combined	Zoom	and	in-person	Shavuot/shabbat	service	went	well.		
Trina	led	and	Vic	and	Shari	conducted	the	Torah	service.		There	was	lunch	after	the	
service	with	congregants	bringing	salads,	bagels,	blintzes	and	desserts	to	share.	

mailto:peterh@hawaii.edu


Tamar	led	Israeli	dancing	on	the	outside	lanai.		Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	
(HQCG)	has	given	us	great	cooperation,	allowing	us	to	set	up	the	“sanctuary”	a	day	
prior	to	services.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Trina	has	agreed	to	tutor	Franz	Hillert	until	his	bar	mitzvah.


Trina	spoke	to	Marjorie	Wade	at	shabbat	services	about	becoming	our	Hebrew	
teacher.		She	was	unwilling	to	do	it	alone	since	she	lives	on	the	far	north	part	of	the	
island.		Trina	said	she	would	be	willing	to	conduct	a	children’s	service	when	KBS	
meets	in-person,	but	is	not	willing	to	do	the	outreach	any	more.		


Leah	received	a	Singer	scholarship	to	attend	Jewish	summer	camp	facilitated	
through	Jewish	Community	Services.	Franz	Hillert,	as	well	as	Shahar’s	son,	are	
attending	summer	camp	too.		Vic	noted	that,	through	Nitzavim	meetings,	he	has	
learned	that	Rabbi	Rachel	was	considering	creating	a	Jewish	camp	in	Puna.		


Vivienne	noted	we	are	not	giving	up	on	our	Hebrew	school	but	we	will	keep	
exploring	until	we	find	what	works.


During	these	discussions,	it	was	suggested	that	we	have	two	potential	Board	
members	to	recruit:	Marjorie	Wade	and	Tamar	Elias.


WEBSITE


Alan	has	yet	to	find	time	to	call	the	web	design	candidates.		He	will	try	to	before	next	
month’s	board	meeting.


CEMETERY


This	weekend’s	Chevra	Kadisha	Conference	emphasizes	helping	families	cope	with	
the	loss	of	a	loved	one,	not	necessarily	the	rituals	surrounding	the	burial.		Mike	
issued	a	check	to	Barry	for	an	online	version	so	that	everyone	can	have	access	to	this	
important	class.


The	new	CEO	of	Kona	Community	Hospital	(KCH)is	Mormon	and	Mormons	do	wash	
bodies	before	burial.		Sarah	K	noted	that	Mormons	also	baptize	their	bodies	so	Barry	
responded	it	is	important	to	have	a	witness	or	shomer	there.	Barry	will	speak	to	the	
KCH	CEO	about	being	able	to	conduct	tahara	at	the	hospital.


Trina	asked	Vic	for	a	coffin	to	be	made	ahead	of	time	for	her	mom.		


Alan	noted	that	the	yahrzeit	list	is	now	searchable	by	name.		He	encouraged	people	
to	check	the	list	for	loved	ones	names	and,	if	wanted,	submit	a	short	bio	to	Barry	for	
inclusion.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE




Nella	apologized	to	Sarah	Kramer	for	not	being	aware	that	she	had	been	in	the	
hospital	with	a	pulmonary	issue	three	weeks	ago.		A	mi	sheberach	will	be	sung	at	the	
end	of	the	meeting.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


There	was	no	Friday	night	service	in	June,	but	there	will	be	a	gathering	July	8	where	
Mark	Brown	will	speak	about	his	recent	book	on	his	adventures	in	Outward	Bound.	


Vivienne	is	leaving	for	her	daughter’s	wedding	on	the	mainland	soon,	but	will	be	
back	on	July	4th.


OLD	BUSINESS


SHABBAT	SH’LACH	 	 June	25,	2022		 10:30	a.m.	(in-person)


Since	several	key	members	of	the	community	are	away,	Alan	will	be	in	touch	with	
Shari	to	see	if	she	is	available	to	help	conduct	the	Torah	service	on	this	date.		Barry	
said	he	would	be	available	to	lead	the	service.		The	alternative	could	be	a	Torah	
study.		Vic	will	notify	the	Board	by	this	coming	Friday	whether	there	will	be	a	
blended	in-person/Zoom	service	or	a	Zoom	Torah	study.		Mike	will	hold	the	check	
for	HQCG	until	a	decision	is	made.


RABBI	FOR	HIGH	HOLIDAYS


Vic	will	coordinate	a	call	to	Rabbi	Pressman	to	address	some	of	his	questions	
regarding	a	place	to	stay	as	well	as	car	rental	options	and	schedule	of	events	for	High	
Holidays.		There	were	several	suggestions	from	Board	members	about	how	to	get	a	
local	car	rental	(autoslash.com,	Gabe	who’s	a	friend	of	Trina	808-557-1013,	Turo	car	
sharing).	Sarah	suggested	that	the	Rabbi	might	want	to	visit	some	historical	sites	
such	as	City	of	Refuge	while	here.


KLEZMER	BAND	CONCERT	FEB.	2023


On	June	1st	Rebecca	Roudman	wrote	to	KBS	about	a	possible	concert	by	her	group,	
the	San	Francisco	Klezmer	Combo,	that	will	be	touring	the	Big	Island	in	February	
next	year.		See	a	copy	of	her	letter	in	the	Addendum.	They	gave	links	to	their	
previous	concerts	and	said	they	would	charge	$500.	They	are	available	one	of	3	days	
in	February	next	year.		Barry	said	the	$500	is	the	easy	part,	but	seeing	if	there	is	
enthusiasm	for	the	project	is	another.		Alan	said	he	would	like	to	see	it	done.	A	
decision	would	have	to	be	made	whether	it	would	be	a	free	public	outreach	event	or	
a	fundraiser	with	ticket	sales.	Barry	suggested	an	outdoor	venue,	Maka’eo	Cactus	
Garden,	a	small	grassy	area	for	hula	outdoors	at	sunset.		Vivienne	suggested	
Waikaloa	Queen	Shops	that	has	an	outdoor	area.	There	is	also	a	small	theatre	
attached	to	Kahilu	Theatre	if	we	wanted	an	indoor	venue.	There	are	a	couple	of	
shopping	centers	near	Kona	too:	Keauhou	Shopping	Center	or	Kona	Commons.	Alan	
and	Barry	will	follow	up	with	these	leads	and	report	back	to	the	board.




HIGH	HOLIDAY	PLANNER	-	ROUGH	DRAFT


A	copy	of	this	planner	will	be	available	on	the	website	under	Board	Documents/	
Holiday	Planners.		Some	of	the	items	have	already	been	accomplished,	such	as	
location	and	rabbi.		Work	has	started	on	the	machzor.		A	discussion	about	price	of	
tickets	concluded	with	keeping	the	same	cost	as	last	year.		Barry	has	assumed	
responsibility	of	editing	the	Annual	Newsletter.		Mike	will	update	the	application	
form	that	is	attached	to	it.		A	date	for	the	Annual	Meeting	needs	to	be	established	as	
well	as	where	and	when	to	have	the	rabbi’s	dinner	with	the	Board.		

Elaine	noted	that	last	year’s	Annual	Newsletter	had	not	been	posted	on	the	website.		
Alan	said	he	would	get	that	done.	


NITZAVIM


Una	and	Vic	attended	a	3-day	seminar	to	help	create	more	community	organizers	in	
Hawaii.		It	was	held	at	Anna’s	Ranch	in	Kamuela.		Attendees	met	people	from	every	
island	and	when	they	broke	into	groups	of	5-6,	they	created	mock	designs	of	
programs.		The	next	step	is	an	action	plan	for	our	community.		Viv	and	Barry	asked	
that	Vic	and	Una	create	a	one-page	email	summary	of	the	meeting	and	share	what	
they	learned	with	the	Board.


MI	SHEBERACH


Prayers	were	said	for	Sarah	Kramer	and	others	in	our	community	in	need	of	healing.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	July	10	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:05	p.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary




ADDENDUM


From:	Rebecca	Roudman	<sfyiddishcombo@gmail.com>

Subject:	Klezmer	band	coming	to	Hawaii


Message	Body:

Shalom!	


My	name	is	Rebecca	Roudman	and	I	lead	the	world	music	Klezmer	band	the	San	
Francisco	Yiddish	Combo.	We	are	based	in	San	Francisco,	but	have	toured	all	over	
the	world,	from	Hungary	to	Spain.	


We	will	be	doing	a	short	tour	to	the	Big	Island	in	February	and	would	love	to	
perform	at	your	synagogue	on	Feb	6,	7,	or	8,	2023.


We	are	a	very	high	energy	and	fun	group!	We	play	a	mix	of	Klezmer,	Eastern-
European	and	Jewish	music,	and	people	love	dancing	to	our	music.	


Here's	some	samples	of	what	we	sound	like:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4e1TX5dJkfI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4TAaG09Kgg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sD9Q8p6JFGM


Here’s	more	about	us:


The	San	Francisco	Yiddish	Combo		was	formed	by	accident	when	a	love	of	Klezmer	
music	collided	with	their	collective	backgrounds	in	every	genre	except	Klezmer.	Now	
the	SFYC	is	embarked	on	a	journey	around	the	world	to	present	their	own	unique	
blend	of	everything	that	is	Klezmer,	mixed	with	years	of	experience	in	the	jazz,	blues,	
folk,	and	even	hip	hop	world.


Made	up	of	classically	trained	musicians	who	enjoy	stretching	musical	boundaries,	
the	SFYC	is	led	by	cellist	Rebecca	Roudman	who	has	fronted	groups	all	over	the	
world	bringing	her	virtuosic	and	fiery	playing	to	stages	from	China	to	Italy	and	
beyond.	Check	out	the	SFYC	for	a	fresh	spin	on	Klezmer	with	plenty	of	recognizable	
nods	to	an	eclectic	mix	of	genres.	Oh	yeah,	and	great	for	dancing!


Hope	to	talk	soon!

:)	Rebecca

510-220-6901

sfyiddishcombo.com



