Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
August 14, 2022
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Vic Greenspan, Alan Silverman, Nella Silverman,Vivienne Aronowitz, Elaine
Dobinson, Joel Gimpel, Mike Bernstone, Una Greenaway, Sarah Kramer, Rabbi Shari
Berman and Barry Blum

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Sara Nealy and Trina Yerlick

OTHERS

Aviva Plaut

CALL TO ORDER

Vic convened the meeting at 2:03 p.m.
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the July 10, 2022, Board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mike emailed the financial reports to the Board members.

Mike paid the directors insurance policy. The only other expenses were storage
facility fees and Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) rental.

Una sent in the annual paperwork for Nitzavim. KBS should be getting the next
$30,000 infusion of funds soon. This will be the second and final fund transfer.

Barry is continuing to look for a place for our Jewish books. He sent a letter to
Hawaii State Department of Libraries offering to contribute some of our Jewish
books if they would set aside a section of the library for Jewish studies.

Upon motion made and seconded, the financial report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES



Alan has booked several days at HQCG for Rosh Hashanah, Shabbat Shuvah and Yom
Kippur. He asked if there are any other days needed. See discussion under High
Holiday Plans.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Since Trina was unable to attend the meeting, she left a report with Elaine that she
plans to tutor Franz Hillert privately this fall and prepare him for his bar mitzvah.
Trina also mentioned there were tentative plans to have a teen book club that Alysa
Freeman and her daughter, Leah Hillert, would start.

Barry has asked Sarah Kramer to respond to inquiries from the community about
Hebrew school and a teacher. Ideas were suggested to have a youth organization
that would not necessarily be religious or teach Hebrew, but have more cultural or
holiday activities. The Annual Newsletter that Barry is writing will include outreach
to the community regarding youth activities and a search for a teacher(s).

WEBSITE

During the July 23 shabbat it was discovered that the website had gone down. Alan
called Mike and Ruth Bernstone for help who then got a message to their son, Larry,
who was overseas. Larry was able to bring the website back online by July 26. It
was a wake up call that showed KBS needs to get a new website up and running with
a dedicated webmaster. Also Alan has a backup of our website saved on KBS’s
Google drive. A complete remake of our website will probably cost approximately
$1,000. More details about the remake should be available by next Board meeting.

Alan will be sending High Holiday application form and information to the entire
mailing list soon.

CEMETERY

Barry and Gloria Blum recently visited our cemetery site, Beit Hashamayim, in Hilo
and found the mechitza was damaged and the shrubs dry. Management said
equipment used to dig new plots, that were near the mechitza, had damaged it.
Homelani is paid for keeping the grass mowed and the shrubbery watered. Vivienne
said she will talk to our KBS members, Eva and Ron Pierce, to ask them to keep us
informed about how repairs are progressing. Barry encouraged the Board to visit
Beit Hashamayim when they travel to Hilo. Our interest in the site will impact the
care we receive. A suggestion was made perhaps to make a KBS visit day during High
Holidays and also in the spring every year.

Barry has learned that Homelani Cemetery is also a mortuary. This means tahara can
be performed in Hilo. Barry has embarked on a rewrite of our cemetery information
booklet. During the pandemic, a virtual tahara without a body and including family,
became a new way of conducting this rite. Other questions concerning “kosher”
caskets, etc. need to be discussed.



Vivienne noted that on September 11 at 5 p.m. Hawaii time, a program, Ethical Wills:
Leaving a Spiritual Legacy, led by Rabbi Janet Madden will be available on Zoom,
sponsored by the Hawaii Inter-Island Chevrah Kadisha. Alan will send out another
reminder of this program, including the Zoom information, closer to the date of the
event.

Evan Hoffman notified Barry that his mom, who lives in Honokaa, is in hospice and
he was interested in buying a plot at Homelani Cemetery. They are purchasing the
plot directly from Homelani and not through KBS. Rabbi Rachel will probably
conduct the service. Vivienne is in contact with the family and Rabbi Rachel.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

During High Holidays, canned food donations can be brought to HQCG for Hawaii
Food Basket. Online donations will be available on the website under Support, then
Hawaii Food Basket.

NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)

There were 18 people who attended the Friday, August 12, event. Solange Tajchman
presented the dvar torah.

The next get-together will be September 9. The plan is for the NHC to meet at the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel Restaurant #3 on the 2nd Friday evening of the month for
the foreseeable future.

SHABBAT RE’EH August 27, 2022 10:30 a.m.

Location: Zoom and HQCG

Leader: Aviva Plaut
Torah: Rabbi Shari/Aviva
Drash: Rabbi Shari
Challah: Nella and Alan
OLD BUSINESS

HIGH HOLIDAYS (HH) PLANS:

Sarah Kramer asked that we show respect for “Rabbi” Shari Berman in our
communications by using her new title.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 9/11/2022 2:00 PM ZOOM
A motion was made, seconded and passed to conduct the monthly Board meeting

with the annual membership meeting on 9/11/2022 at 2 p.m. Joel asked that there
be a current membership list available as the current one on the website is dated



2019. There will be a vote on the Annual Budget created by Mike Bernstone,
Treasurer. There will be a vote of acceptance of trustees, new and those whose
terms are expiring, to serve 3-year terms of office. There will be a vote to accept the
slate of officers to the Board. There will be short committee reports to allow time
for discussion and critical discourse from the membership on the topics of purpose,
needs and goals for KBS. Barry will send out an outline of topics for this workshop
so that members can have time to prepare.

Aviva has given Rabbi Pressman her telephone number and has volunteered to be
his contact person for general questions and concerns about his stay. She is also
going to ask some congregants help with activities with the rabbi, e.g. tour of Una’s
farm. Aviva noted that Rabbi Pressman keeps kosher and requested vegetarian
potlucks for events.

Alan will ask HQCG about availability for the Saturday, September 24, the shabbat
before High Holidays begin. It would be important to be able to leave the ark in
place for the Rosh Hashanah services that begin the next evening. Sunday morning
church services are scheduled at HQCG the morning of September 25.

The calendar below has been updated with what food is planned for events, the
addition of havdalah service on shabbat shuvah and proposed lunch with the rabbi
on September 29. Note times of Yom Kippur events have not been verified by the
rabbis. Yehudah Plaut needs to be contacted regarding Jonah discussion. Having
kabbalat shabbat on Friday, September 30, shabbat shuvah, at the Aders needs to be
okayed.

Board/Annual Zoom 2 pm —
Mtg
Rabbi arrives ~ Ruth/Sherrill ~ ?
Ader
Kabbalat Ader’s home 6 pm veggie potluck
Shabbat
Service Alan will 10:30 am veggie potluck
request HQCG
Sun. 9/25 Erev Rosh HQCG 6-8 pm apples and
Hashanah reserved 4-9 honey, honey
pm cake

Rosh Hashanah HQCG 10 am - 12:30 veggie potluck
pm
reserved
9am-1pm

Mon. 9/26 Tashlich Beach at 5pm —
Energy Lab




Tues. 9/27 2nd day Rosh

Lunch with
Rabbi
Shabbat

Sat. 10/1 Shabbat

Sun. 10/2

Mon. 10/3

Tues. 10/4

Kol Nidre

Wed. 10/5 Yom Kippur
Shacharit/

Torah

Discussion re
Jonah

Mincha/Torah
Yizkor
Neilah/
Havdalah
Break Fast

Sun. 10/16 Simchat Torah

Plaut’s home

Possibly Royal
Kona
Ruth/Sherrill

Ader need to ck

HQCG

Hapuna Beach
North Pavilion

HQCG

HQCG
Times need to

be verified with

rabbis.

Check with
Yehudah about
Jonah
discussion.

HQCG

10:30 a.m.

to be
determined
6 pm

10 am - 12:30
pm

5:30 pm
park closes
8pm

6-8 pm
reserved 4-9
pm

reserved
9am-7pm
10am-1pm

1-3:30 pm

3:30-4 pm
4 -5:30 pm
5-:30 - 6 pm
6-7pm

4 pm

ck w/Aviva
veggie potluck

Una organizer
veggie potluck

veggie potluck

veggie potluck

KBS provides
bagels, lox and
cream cheese
and other
salads

A motion was made, seconded and passed to allow cleaning expenses not to exceed
$500 for Ruth Ader for the rabbi’s visit.

NITZAVIM



Una is resigning her position as Nitzavim Chair. Yehudah has agreed to be Chair for
the 2nd year.

KLEZMER BAND CONCERT

The date for the concert has been set for February 8, 2023. After considering costs,
parking and availability, Kona Educational Center (previously Kona Outdoor Circle),
seemed the best venue. It will cost $400. They gave approval for the music and the
timing, 6:30 - 8:30 pm. It is also possible to serve light desserts. A motion was made,
seconded and passed to hold the Klezmer Concert at Outdoor Circle Pavilion on
February 8, 2023.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be held September 11 at 2 pm on Zoom in conjunction
with the annual membership meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:19 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Nella Silverman,
Secretary



