
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

January	8,	2023


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Alan	Silverman,	Nella	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Eva	Pierce,	Barry	Blum,	Sarah	
Kramer,	Mike	Bernstone,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Vic	Greenspan,	Joel	Gimpel	and	Trina	
Yerlick


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Sara	Nealy	and	R.	Shari	Berman


OTHERS


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


The	board	meeting	began	at	10:18	a.m.		


OPENING	PRAYER


Barry	opened	the	meeting	with	a	prayer	for	focusing	on	the	appreciation	of	each	
other.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	December	4,	2022,		board	
meeting	were	approved.	


TREASURER’S	REPORT


The	financial	report	was	emailed	to	the	board	before	the	meeting.


The	annual	bills	for	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	storage	area	and	website	
maintenance	are	due.


Mike	will	get	a	copy	of	the	new	membership	directory	out	this	month	for	posting	on	
the	board	documents	section	of	the	website.


Vivienne	has	donations	coming	in	for	the	March	shabbaton.


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


CHANGE	IN	MEMBERSHIP	DUES	STRUCTURE




A	motion	was	made,	seconded	and	approved	to	leave	the	dues	structure	as	is.		In	the	
discussion	that	ensued,	there	was	not	a	consensus	that	people	who	did	not	fit	in	our	
membership	categories	(sustaining,	family	and	single)	were	being	served.	It	was	
suggested	that	the	single	membership	price	was	too	high.		Others	felt	the	amounts	
requested	were	extremely	reasonable.	The	existing	statement,	that	inability	to	afford	
dues	could	be	discussed	with	the	Treasurer,	was	felt	by	some	to	go	against	the	
Jewish	tradition	of	“not	shaming.”		A	“Chai	Club”	was	suggested	for	monthly	or	other	
term	giving	.	There	was	also	a	discussion	that	our	present	dues	structure	is	outdated	
and	that	a	more	appealing	and	open-sourced	donation	format	could	bring	in	more	
money.		Others	felt	that	the	current	structure	was	fine.		This	topic	will	be	left	for	
future	discussion.


SHABBAT	BO	 	 January	28,	2023	 10:30	a.m.


	 Location:	 HQCG	and	Zoom


	 Lead:	 	 Aviva


	 Drash:		 Priscilla	Kostiner


	 Torah:		 Aviva/Priscilla	Kostiner


	 Challah:	 Silvermans


Aviva	will	be	in	touch	with	Priscilla	Kostiner	to	work	out	details.


SAN	FRANCISCO	YIDDISH	COMBO	KLEZMER	CONCERT	 


February	8,	2023	 6:30	p.m.		(location	available	for	setup	4:00	p.m.)


	 Location:	 Kona	Education	Center	(previously	Outdoor	Circle)


A	discussion	of	costs	and	ticket	prices	ensued.Since	Nitzavim	funds	are	available	to	
back	this	community	outreach	project,	It	was	decided	that	the	event	would	only	
suggest	an	$18	donation,	members	and	children	under	18	would	be	free.		Alan’s	flyer	
for	the	event	was	approved	with	the	amended	price	structure.		The	website	will	be	
up	for	reservations	and	the	flyer	will	be	sent	to	the	mailing	list.		Alan		plans	to	
publicize	the	event	with	radio,	newspaper	announcements.		A	committee	including	
Nella,	Aviva,	Trina,	Ruth	Bernstone	and	Vivienne	will	decide	what	food	and	drink	to	
serve	during	intermission.		The	emphasis	should	be	on	simple	since	the	break	is	
short	and	after	dinner	time.		Volunteers	will	be	needed:		Barry	volunteered	to	man	a	
KBS	info	table	beside	the	entry	desk.		


RUTH	AND	SHERRILL	ADER	LEAVING	BIG	ISLAND


A	motion	was	made,	seconded	and	approved	to	send	a	farewell	gift	(an	orchid	plant	
up	to	$100	in	value)	to	them	after	they	have	settled	into	their	new	home	in	Los	
Angeles.		Ruth	has	been	a	long	time	active	Board	member	and	most	recently	hosted	
Rabbi	Pressman	last	High	Holy	Days.	




COMMITTEE	REPORTS


FACILITIES


An	agreement	has	been	reached	with	HQCG	for	the	booked	dates	this	coming	year	
including	all	shabbats,	High	Holy	Days	and	Simchat	Torah.


EDUCATION


No	report	this	month.


CEMETERY


Eva	is	regularly	visiting	and	making	sure	our	Beit	Hashamayim	site	in	Hilo	is	
maintained.


The	Chabad	conducted	a	burial	at	the	Veteran’s	Cemetery	in	Kona.		Shai	Yerlick	
attended	and	also	stopped	at	Louis	Ira	Glass’s	and	Ernie	Knapp’s	gravesites.


Vivienne	and	Heather	Rivera	have	signed	up	for	the	tahara	and	shmirah	course	led	
by	Rick	Light.


WEBSITE


New	web	host	switch	is	complete.		There	are	still	adjustments	to	get	PayPal	working	
smoothly	that	should	be	completed	shortly.		Only	contact	information	needed	would	
be	name	and	email	address.


BIKUR	CHOLIM


No	report	this	month.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


Regular	meeting	at	Mauna	Kea	Beach	Hotel	Restaurant	#3	on	Friday,	January	13,	will	
feature	Heather	Rivera,	author.


In	February	there	will	be	another	Havdalah	Star	Gazing	event	at	Spencer	Beach.


March	will	begin	the	shabbaton	with	Rabbi/Cantor	Jessica	Kate	Meyer.		Donations	of	
$830	have	been	received.		Still	awaiting	$2500	in	funds	from	major	donor.


NITZAVIM


Yehudah	provided	a	Nitzavim	report	which	is	included	below:	

“Aviva	and	I	are	going	to	Oahu	January	11	and	12,	2023,	under	the	auspices	of	the	
Nitzavim	program,	to	meet	with	other	members	from	across	the	state	and	
participate	in	a	day	long	program.		We	will	be	meeting	with	Rabbi	David	
Freidenreich,	Associate	Director,	Center	for	Small	Town	Jewish	Life.		




I	sent	members	of	the	board	information	about	OneTable	(see	blurb	below),	I	signed	
up	for	the	program	and	have	been	in	contact	with	operations	personnel	in	Seattle.		I	
do	have	the	barrier	of	not	being	in	the	designated	age	group.		I	still	am	seeking	an	
ability	to	facilitate	the	program.

OneTable	empowers	people	in	their	20s	and	30s,	over	21,	not	in	college,	who	don’t	yet	
have	a	consistent	Shabbat	dinner	practice	to	build	one	that	feels	authentic,	
sustainable,	and	valuable.	Whether	it’s	a	chill	night	in	with	friends,	an	opportunity	to	
try	your	favorite	new	recipes,	Rainbow	(LGBTQIA+)	Friday,	a	Latinx	Shabbat	en	
español,	or	anything	else,	we’re	here	to	help	you	create	Friday	night	Shabbat	dinners	
that	are	authentic	to	YOU.	After	you	fill	out	your	application,	you’ll	be	invited	to	have	a	
conversation	with	our	Field	Team.	This	is	an	opportunity	to	get	to	know	more	about	
OneTable	and	for	us	to	meet	you	and	answer	any	questions	you	might	have	about	the	
hosting	process.	Once	you’ve	attended	your	call,	we’ll	let	you	know	the	final	steps	for	
hosting.	(taken	from	their	website)”


Young	Jewish	people	on	the	Big	Island,	who	could	be	invited	to	a	shabbat	dinner,	
could	possibly	come	from	woofers	who	help	farmers	and	Teach	for	America	
educators.		A	site	would	have	to	be	found	for	the	dinner.


Another	idea	that	came	up	was	sponsoring	a	film	festival	around	the	time	of	Simchat	
Torah.


HIGH	HOLIDAY	RABBI	SEARCH


Vivienne	is	coordinating	a	committee	of	Una	Greenaway,	Trina,	Aviva	and	Yehudah	
Plaut	and	Barry.		She	asked	for	input	from	the	Board	whether	this	committee	should	
be	looking	for	a	cantor	or	a	rabbi.


Alan	said	if	Rabbi	Pressman	is	not	being	considered	for	next	year,	as	a	courtesy,	a	
letter	should	be	sent	soon.		R.	Pressman	is	still	participating	in	the	Torah	studies	and	
has	suggested	a	Reconstructionist	machzor	that	might	be	appropriate	for	us.


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	committee	reports	were	approved.


UPCOMING	JEWISH	OBSERVANCES


TU	B’SHVAT


If	anyone	is	planting	a	tree	around	February	6,	please	let	Barry	know	and	he’ll	plan	a	
way	to	celebrate	Tu	B’shvat	on	this	occasion.


ZOOM	VIDEO/DISCUSSION


“Exploring	Jewish	Views	of	The	Afterlife”	on	Sunday,	February	12,	5	p.m.		See	Agenda	
for	Zoom	connection.




PURIM		 March	7,	2023

	A	lovely	holiday	especially	for	children	but	no	plans	for	any	KBS	celebration	this	
year.


SHABBATON	WITH	RABBI/CANTOR	JESSICA	KATE	MEYER	 March	16	-	19,	2023


KBS	participation:	 Shabbat	service,	March	18,	2023,	10:30	a.m.	HQCG

	 	 	 Havdalah,	Plauts	residence

	 	 	 Producer:		Vivienne


PASSOVER	 


Motion	was	made,	seconded	and	passed	to	have	the	community	seder	on	first	night,	
Wednesday,	April	5,	2023.		


Events	Pavilion	at	Old	Airport	has	been	reserved.		The	Board	approved	Elaine	calling	
Kona	Education	Center	(formerly	Outdoor	Circle)	to	see	if	their	venue	was	available	
for	that	date.


OLD	BUSINESS


STRATEGIC	PLANNING


Since	Sara	Nealy	was	unable	to	attend	this	meeting,	strategic	planning	discussion	
will	be	tabled.		Barry	noted,	“Who	will	be	the	new	set	of	leaders	for	KBS	as	we	age	
out?”


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	board	meeting	will	be	held	February	5	at	10	am	on	Zoom.	


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:07	p.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary


