Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
September 3, 2023
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Alan Silverman, Nella Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Barry Blum, Mike Bernstone,
Vivienne Aronowitz, Sara Nealy, Joel Gimpel, Vic Greenspan and Trina Yerlick

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Eva Pierce and R. Shari Berman

OTHERS

Heather Rivera, Sarah Kramer, Aviva and Yehudah Plaut
CALL TO ORDER

The board meeting began at 10:02 a.m. Barry welcomed Heather Rivera, who is
interested in joining the Board. Barry gave her the Zoom board meeting information
so that she would have a chance to experience what our board meetings are like.

OPENING PRAYER

Barry opened the meeting with a song from an album of “Joseph & Nathan,” Rabbi
Natan and Cantor Joseph Segall.

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the August 6, 2023, board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The financial report was emailed to the board before the meeting. Mike sent a chart
last meeting about KBS events and their monetary impact on our accounts. Barry
asked Mike to give a detailed line item report about expenses and income from those
events: Klezmer concert, Cantor Meyer’s visit to the island, seder and Chanukah. It
was asked that a separate accounting of Nitzavim funds would be helpful on the
financial report. Vivienne fundraised more than enough money to pay expenses of
Cantor Meyer’s visit and the excess has been shown in North Hawaii - Aronowitz
account.

The Finance committee, now Dues committee, that was formed at the July meeting,
consisting of Mike, Joel, Elaine and Yehudah, has not yet met. Mike was appointed
chairman. They were asked to come up with the membership dues structure for



next year (2024-2025) and ideas to increase revenue and membership for the
overall well being of KBS. Ideas will be considered at the Annual Meeting on October
1, when the whole membership is able to give feedback to the Board. The Dues
committee will give their report at the November Board meeting.

High Holiday honoraria for Cantor Chomsky and R. Shari were discussed. A motion
made by Mike to pay an honorarium of $3,000 for R. Shari was seconded and
approved. Discussions with Cantor Chomsky in February, approved by the Board by
email, were to pay an honorarium of $5500. A motion made by Joel to reaffirm the
honorarium for Cantor Chomsky of $5500 was seconded and approved. Alan would
like to see these commitments in the future have a more formal, signed agreement.
Yehudah brought up the idea from Una Greenaway’s email regarding finances that
KBS has hired only one person for the High Holidays in the past.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FACILITIES

Alan has a copy of Kokua Academy’s school calendar. Knowing the school’s schedule
helps in determining when Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) would be
available for rental.

Last month’s shabbat went well. Old A Pavilion has been cancelled as a site for
Chanukah party but HQCG has been reserved Sunday, December 10.

Barry noted that the storage locker filled with old books, Polna memorabilia, and
other sundry items costs around $3,000/year, which is enough to pay for another
rabbi honorarium. He suggests everyone think about what we can do to empty this
storage locker.

EDUCATION

Trina says she has some donated educational books she would like to get out of her
house since she is no longer KBS Hebrew educator.

CEMETERY

On November 17 at 1 p.m. services will be held for Roslyn Cooper, grandmother of
Michael Emmons, at Beit HaShamayim in Homelani Memorial Park. Interested KBS
members are invited to attend. Barry mentioned that some individuals are arranging
for Jewish burials outside of our mechitsa but are not contacting us.

WEBSITE

Thanks to Elaine, the High Holidays (HH) schedule of events and membership form
has been posted. Several new members have already signed up. Barry reminded
everyone to send in their forms because, if you're not a member, you have no vote at
the October 1st annual meeting. Also a reminder that Give Aloha is still available at



Foodland Stores, including Sack N Save, through the end of September. Mike noted
that last year we received close to $1,000 from this program.

BIKUR CHOLIM
There is no report for this committee.
NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)

Last month Solange Tajchman spoke about preparation for the High Holidays. There
will be no activities this month.

The anonymous donor who is funding free Rosh Hashanah (RH) and Yom Kippur
(YK) services in Waimea has bought the building that used to house the Mamane
Bakery. Cantor Roslyn Barak from Temple Emanu-El, San Francisco, will conduct a
traditional Reform service. Vivienne will email the board when she has more
information. This building may eventually be available as a community center. A
discussion ensued about the impact on KBS. It ranged from feeling it could separate
the Kona and North Hawaii communities (as it seems to have done with scheduling
HH services without much communication with KBS), to it being more inclusive. It
seems it is too early to know the availability of the new building for scheduling other
Jewish events. Vivienne will be our conduit of understanding and communication
about what the future holds.

Rabbi Sydney Mintz has now moved on Island.
NITZAVIM

There is no report from this committee. A reorganization of this outreach is in
progress.

UPCOMING JEWISH OBSERVANCES
HIGH HOLIDAYS (HH)

The new machzorim are at Mike’s home. So far there has been only one response to
the Ex Libris bookplate fundraiser, although a few Board members said they are
planning to sign up. Alan has sent out several reminders on email since the annual
letter. He encouraged Barry to create a fundraiser appeal that he can send to our
membership.

Alan noted based on people who have renewed memberships, joined or requested
tickets for the HH, we can anticipate about 40-45 people attending.

The rise in Covid cases and the intense heat in the sanctuary are problems during
the HH and the question of whether to get a tent or tents to have an all-outdoor
service came up. Alan said the approximate cost for each tent would be between



$400-$500. HQCG has 50 chairs available so no chair rental would be needed. There
are logistical challenges because the tents would need to be put up and taken down
after each holiday to avoid conflicting with the school and other events scheduled at
HQCG. Discussion ensued about other ways to reduce the heat in the sanctuary such
as bringing more fans, perhaps a portable air conditioning unit. These would
increase the noise level but could help. Another thought was to check the viability of
having chairs under a tent on the lanai near the open back doors of the sanctuary
where a speaker could be used to broadcast the service. Barry asked for a roll call
vote of board attendees as to whether to have indoor or all-outdoor services. The
majority voted for indoor services but asked that Alan find out the feasibility of a
tent out on the lanai of HQCG.

It was noted that KBS has not received much communication from Shari about the
actual service, such as requests for readings in Hebrew or in English. Aviva has
reminded Shari that Alan needs to have early notification of their needs. Shari and
Cantor Chomsky are in communication. Cantor Jack will create the actual layout of
the services.

Aviva and Nella have plans to start calling members in order to create food lists so
that we have a variety at each potluck and service. Mike said that his wife, Ruth, is
making honey cake. Jan Rae has taken the tallitot home, cleaned them and are ready
for HH.

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER1, 2023

KBS needs candidates for President and 2nd Vice-President. When asked about the
Vice-Presidency, Elaine said she had to respectfully decline and would probably
leave the board after her term ends next year. At the meeting Heather Rivera’s name
could be placed in nomination as a new board member.

SUKKOT OCTOBER 4,2023 4 PM PALEAKU GARDENS PEACE SANCTUARY

Barry has planned a sukkot celebration with Arnie Rabin at the Paleaku Gardens,
83-5401 Painted Church Rd, Captain Cook, HI, on Wednesday, October 4 at 4 p.m.
Rental will cost $250 and Mike made a motion that KBS pay this fee. The motion
was seconded and approved by the board.

SIMCHAT TORAH  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 6 PM HQCG
Program: Havdalah and torah “dance party”

Potluck
Music by: Leslie Harlib on piano, Joel on violin, and maybe others.

EVAN WEDGWOOD BAR MITZVAH OCTOBER 28, 2023 10:30 AM



There will probably be tents set up, depending on family availability to attend. Aviva
is in contact with Jill Raznov, Evan’s mom, who is catering the kiddush from Poi Dog
Deli. Trina has KBS gift of a kiddush cup. When Jill said she would be interested in
having a mezuzah in her home, the Plauts thought this could be our community gift
to her. Barry also has a mezuzah available from his nephew, a ceramic artist.

SEDER

It may be too early to ask, but what about having it at the new Waimea location?

OLD BUSINESS

KBS SCRAPBOOKS

KBS still needs someone to take over this project to restore these “treasures.”

LIANA DOPPMAN BAT MITZVAH RECAP

Cantor Jaime Shpall introduced new songs. The service was moving and inclusive.
Hope was expressed that we can incorporate these new tunes and more music in our
services.

NEW BUSINESS

RIDLEY MURRAY BAT MITZVAH

Alan and Nella’s daughter, Rachel Silverman and her daughter, Ridley, would like to
plan and coordinate events for a July 2024 bat mitzvabh, if possible’.

POLNA VISIT

Barry wanted to ask Jan Prchal and Martina Prchalova to visit KBS during Simchat
Torah holiday in appreciation for all the work they’ve done to maintain the museum
of the Polna synagogue. Trina has been in touch with Martina and they might come
next year. A community event could be planned with fundraising to help pay for
their transportation to Kona.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The annual meeting followed by the board meeting will be held October 1 at 10 am
on Zoom.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman,



Secretary



