Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
November 5, 2023
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Alan Silverman, Nella Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Eva Pierce, Barry Blum, Mike
Bernstone, Vivienne Aronowitz, Joel Gimpel and Vic Greenspan

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Sarah Kramer and R. Shari Berman
OTHERS

Aviva and Yehudah Plaut

CALL TO ORDER

The board meeting began at 9:03 a.m.
OPENING PRAYER

Barry opened the meeting with the first four prayers from the siddur, “Gates of
Prayer” to inspire the board.

Since the Plauts need to leave the meeting early, the next item on the agenda will be:
BEIT ALOHA ELOHIM (BAE)

A new synagogue funded by Marc Benioff opened in Waimea erev Rosh Hashanah.
The Old Mamane Bakery building was purchased for the site a year ago. All clergy
have come from the San Francisco Reform congregation, Emanu-El. Marc B has not
personally reached out or provided information but he is aware that Vivienne is part
of KBS. Viv, who leads North Hawaii Chavurah(NHC), has been the conduit of
information about events and plans at BAE, as she becomes aware of them. A
discussion ensued about overlapping events and lack of communication with this
new Jewish neighbor. Viv says BAE is evolving, still needing a rabbi and manager at
the site. There is no affiliation but services are conducted with the Reform
prayerbook.

There was a motion made by Joel and seconded to have Vivienne, Barry and Yehudah
speak with Marc Benioff about cooperation and coordination of KBS and BAE
activities. After a long discussion the motion failed to pass. Barry and Yehudah are
open to meeting with Marc but now does not seem to be the time.



The question of competition between the two sites was raised. There will definitely
be people who will go the extra miles to attend BAE but nothing can be done about
that. KBS will continue to be Kona's community shul.

Barry decided that the KBS mailing list will not be shared and KBS will not publicize
BAE events.

MINUTES

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of the October 1, 2023,
board meeting. The minutes were approved.

A motion was made and seconded to tentatively accept the minutes of the October 1,
2023, annual meeting. The motion was approved. Final approval will come at the
2024 annual meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Copies of the Treasurer’s report will be sent to the Board.

KBS received a check from Foodland’s “Give Aloha” fund. Mike will follow up with
members who have yet to renew. We have approximately 30 memberships.

No additional ex libris bookplates have been sold since High Holidays (HH).
Approximately 20-25 were purchased.

The Dues Committee has yet to meet.

A request was made for the new membership list. Mike will provide it after sending
reminders to those who have yet to renew their memberships. Aviva relayed a
request from a member of the congregation to have a list of members and their
contact information. Currently the membership list is accessible only to board
members. The membership directory will be brought up at a future meeting. Barry
requested that Yehudah and Aviva Plaut would get a copy of the membership list.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was
was approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FACILITIES

Evan Wedgwood'’s bar mitzvah at last month’s shabbat went very well with a crowd
about the size KBS had at HH. Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) allowed use of
the outdoor patio for the oneg. This beautiful, airy location may be used for our pot
lucks instead of the garage.

Alan put together a list of dates we need to rent HQCG for 2024, shabbats and HH.
See Addenda for copy of the list. In April there was a request for services to be held
on Shabbat Hagadol before Pesach, the 3rd Saturday, April 20. In July there was a



request for services to be held on the 3rd Saturday, July 20, 2024, to accommodate
the torah portion being studied by the bat mitzvah, Ridley Murray. There will be two
dates requested in October. Shabbat Shuvah is the 1st Saturday in October and the
usual 4th Saturday shabbat; but the 4th Saturday may be cancelled as it would be
the date of the big [ronman race in 2024. Joel moved to change the dates of shabbats
in April and July to the 3rd Saturdays. The motion was seconded and approved.

WEBSITE

Gary Wells, KBS internet provider, has set up new email addresses for incoming
email: info@konabethshalom.org. Others can be activated, such as
president(@konabethshalom.org and treasurer@konabethshalom.org.

There has been a problem accessing board documents on occasion. Alan has
updated elements on that page and this should resolve that problem.

Barry noted that Trina Yerlick has resigned from the board. Barry and Elaine plan to
resign from the board at the end of the coming year. Elaine suggested that we use
the banner feature on the website to let membership know we are seeking new
board members. Alan said he could link this to the annual newsletter item about
joining the board and how to contact Barry. The Plauts have spoken to Rebecca
Gottesman about coming onto the board but her plate is full taking care of her
grandchild right now.

CEMETERY

On November 17 at 1 p.m. there will be a burial of cremated remains of Roslyn

Cooper at Beit Hashamayim. Anyone who wishes to attend is welcome. Eva has
visited the cemetery and found it in good order. Eventually a new fence will be
needed but it is good for now.

BIKUR CHOLIM

Vivienne announced that Kavod v'Nichum will be gathering tonight at 3 p.m. on
Zoom for thirty minutes to observe Shloshim, the initial 30-day period of mourning
from the horrific attacks in Israel on October 7th, with prayer; learning, and
community. Vivienne will send Zoom information to the Board.

NITZAVIM

There is no report from this committee. No communication has been received from
this group for awhile.

WEINBERG LEADERSHIP

The next “Jewish Leaders Convening” opportunity will be on Wednesday, December
6, 9-11 am in person in Honolulu or on Zoom. RSVP must be received by November


mailto:president@konabethshalom.org

8. Neither Barry nor Vic can attend. Vivienne was interested and Aviva will forward
her the information.

UPCOMING JEWISH OBSERVANCES

SHABBAT VAYETZEI Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023 10:30 a.m.
Location: HQCG

Leader: To be determined

Torah: Vic and ?Shari

Challah: Silvermans

Potluck

Barry will follow up with Shari.

CHANUKAH Sunday, December 10, 2023 4-6 p.m.
Music: Leslie Harlib, piano; Joel on violin
Magic: Arnie Rabin

Dreidle table: Vic

Story, songs: Barry

Candles: Kept at storage unit

Latkes: Potluck and latkes brought by congregation.

Barry will prepare an invitation.

SEDER

Does not look at the moment like it will be a community seder. No idea what BAE
has planned. An idea that might work is matching those interested in attending a
seder with member’s individual seders.

OLD BUSINESS

PALEAKU GARDENS SUKKOT EVENT RECAP

It was a lovely event that brought out individuals not usually seen at services. Arnie
Rabin built a beautiful symbolic Jewish construction in the shape of the star of
David. Chabad Rabbi Levi Gerlitzky led the service and blessings with the lulav and
etrog.

SIMCHAT TORAH RECAP

The Hamas terror attack on Israel on this day led to a subdued service. Leslie Harlib,
Yehudabh, Joel and Barry provided music. It was good to be together.

EVAN WEDGWOOD'’S BAR MITZVAH RECAP



Barry felt it energized our congregation. Evan was well prepared and had family
who joined in by Zoom including his grandfather. The luncheon took place on the
lanai with Evan’s young friends providing help with the setup and cleanup.

NEW BUSINESS
RABBI ARONOWITZ

R. Ken Aronowitz from Oahu is available to be a guest rabbi. Joel made a motion to
authorize Barry to offer an honorarium up to $500 for the rabbi to lead services in
the near future. The motion was seconded and passed.

JANUARY POSSIBILITIES

Rebecca Gottesman’s brother, who is a rabbi will be visiting in January and would be
interested in leading a discussion or leading the January shabbat service. It would be
an opportunity for another variety of Jewish experience.

Priscilla Kostiner usually visits and leads our services in January so we will have to
see if she plans on coming this year.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next board meeting will be held December 3 at 10 am on Zoom.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nella Silverman,
Secretary



ADDENDA

DAY DATE EVENT TIME TO BOOK LOCATION
Saturday January 27, 2024 Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
Saturday February 24, Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG

2024
Saturday March 23, 2024 Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
Sat-Sun March 23-24, Purim 77 ??
2024
Saturday April 20, 2024 Shabbat HaGadol 8SAM-2PM HQCG
Mon-Tues | April 22-23, 2024 Pesach 7 7?
Saturday May 25, 2024 Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
Mon-Weds | June 11-13, 2024 Shavuot 2?7 7?7
Saturday June 22, 2024 Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
Saturday July 20, 2024 Shabbat/ 8AM-2PM HQCG
Ridley B.Mitzvah
Saturday August 24, 2024 Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
Saturday September 28, Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
2024
Wednesday | October 2,2024 = Erev Rosh Hashanah 4-6PM HQCG
Thursday October 3,2024 = Rosh Hashanah Day 8AM-2PM HQCG
Saturday October 5, 2024 Shabbat Shuvah 8AM-2PM HQCG
Friday October 11, 2024 Kol Nidre 4PM-8PM HQCG
Saturday October 12, 2024 Yom Klppur Day 8AM-8PM HQCG
Thur-Fri October 24-25, Simchat Torah 77 7?
2024
Saturday November 23, Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG
2024
Wed-Wed Dec. 25, 2024- Chanukah 77 27
Jan.1 2025
Saturday December 28, Shabbat 8AM-2PM HQCG

2004



