Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
April 7,2024
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Alan Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Barry Blum, Joel Gimpel, Vic Greenspan, Eva
Pierce, Vivienne Aronowitz, Mike Bernstone and Nella Silverman

TRUSTEES ABSENT

R. Shari Berman and Sarah Kramer
OTHERS

Heather Friedman-Rivera and Aviva Plaut
CALL TO ORDER

The board meeting convened at 10:00 a.m.
OPENING PRAYER

Barry read from the Gates of Prayer siddur, a section from the “Pirkei Avot” written
by Ben Zoma, “Who is Wise?"....

Mi shebeirach was said for those in need of healing. May peace prevail in the Middle
East and all the hostages be free.

MINUTES

Upon motion made by Joel and seconded, the minutes of the March 3, 2024, board
meeting were approved.

HIGH HOLIDAY (HH) RABBI SEARCH

Elaine reported that the search committee met on Tuesday, March 26, 2024. Those
of the committee that were able to be present were Elaine, Aviva and Yehudah Plaut,
Trina Yerlick and Nella. Una Greenaway resigned from the committee. The goals of
the committee were to recommend the choice for who would lead services for High
Holiday (HH), discuss honorarium, expectations for drashes at the various services,
car rental details and housing provisions. The dates of services will be Rosh
Hashanah (RH) eve, October 2; RH day October 3; Tashlich, date to be decided;
Shabbat Shuvah, October 4-5; Kol Nidre, October 11; Yom Kippur October 12. R.
Shari Berman will not be coming to Hawaii this HH. After discussion the search
committee recommended offering the HH position to Cantor Jack Chomsky, who led
KBS services last year. It is expected that Cantor Chomsky would travel with his



wife, Susan. Trina Yerlick and the Plauts both have offered their homes for lodging
(money for cleaning would be offered to help defray expenses). The Chomskys
would be responsible for finding and paying for a car.

After Mike okayed the feasibility of the expenditure from the treasury, and after
discussion of honorarium amount, Elaine moved that Cantor Jack Chomsky be
offered an honorarium of $6500 to lead services as described above. The motion
was seconded and passed. Elaine will submit a draft letter for Barry to edit and send
to Cantor Chomsky for his acceptance. The committee was concerned that KBS
should assure Rabbi Daniel Lev, who was also a candidate to lead HH, that we don’t
want to lose his connection with us and hope to have his participation revived
during the next year.

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Heather Friedman-Rivera was nominated for the KBS board by Eva, who has gotten
to know her for more than a year as a dedicated, interested member who cares
deeply about maintaining Beit Hashamayim, our cemetery in Hilo, and wants to
work as the shomer for the cemetery after Eva’s term ends. Heather has
contemplated joining the board before, but her recent involvement with the Inter-
island Chevra Kadisha gave her confidence she can fulfill this role. Heather is a
retired hospice nurse, which is why she feels such an affinity for the role of shomer.
Eva’'s motion was seconded and Heather was overwhelmingly approved to be on the
KBS board. Congratulations!

TREASURER’S REPORT

The financial report was emailed to the board before the meeting. There was not
much activity this past month.

Joel moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. The motion was seconded and
passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FACILITIES

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) will be our place of worship with dates
reserved until June. After that, there will be monthly requests for rental dates that
will need to be submitted. So far the July 20 shabbat bat mitzvah service has not
been approved at HQCG but reservation has been made at Kona Education Center
(KEC), formerly Outdoor Circle, just in case.

So far KEC is the only venue that seems to fit the needs of KBS services. Barry asked
Alan to check into the availability and booking of this venue for HH services. Viv
asked if we could check if they would close the venue during RH as it falls on
weekdays. Parking would be a problem. KEC allows 30 days notice of cancellation
with no penalty.



The committee to look into a new venue for KBS, after a possible inability to rent
HQCG, has had no meetings and has nothing to report.

WEBSITE

Alan noted website continues to be updated and is running smoothly. There have
been 6-7 inquiries about seder. Alan has referred them to Chabad and Beit Aloha
Elohim (BAE).

JEWS NEWS AROUND THE ISLAND
BEIT ALOHA ELOHIM

March 16 was Franz Hillert’s bar mitzvah and several members of KBS went. Friday
night before Purim there was a service with Rabbi Sydney Mintz and Isaac Zones.
Then there was a Purim party the evening of Saturday, March 23. The Friday before
Pesach, April 19, Cantor Roz Barak will conduct services. Reservations for the seder
are full. Big Island Synagogue.org website is closed. Viv will ask Rebecca Barnes to
put Alan on the mailing list. Viv will let us know about May dates.

CONGREGATION BETH OR of Hilo

There was a Purim potluck on Friday, March 22, at the Hawaiian Paradise Park
Activity Center.

CHABAD

There are two seders planned, one in Kona and the other in Hilo. Rabbi Gerlitzky
said all are welcome.

MAYOR MITCH ROTH

The mayor is planning a seder.

CEMETERY

Vivienne will continue to be on the cemetery committee.

Barry wants to make sure that when someone has a burial request members of the
committee know what to do. Barry will send documentation to all on the cemetery
committee but it is also available online on the website. As treasurer, Mike is a key
member of the committee because he keeps track of payments. Barry’s intention is
to sell the plots that Homelani owns first and then the ones owned by KBS.

There was a discussion of appropriate fencing around the mechitza and their prices.
Once the plots around KBS mechitza are filled, a permanent fence will be built
around it. Heather was asked to consult with Chevra Kadisha regarding what is
considered appropriate. Rabbi Gerlizky could give the Chabad view.

BIKUR CHOLIM (Alice, Vivienne, Aviva, Nella, Eva).



Trina is going in for a scan next week. Sarah Kramer has another lung infection.
Goldie Lefkowitz will be celebrating her 102nd birthday on Friday.

SHABBAT SHABBAT HAGADOL April 20, 2024 10:30 a.m.

Location: HQCG

Producer: Barry Blum
Torah/Drash: R. Shari, Vic and Barry
Challah: Alan and Nella

OLD BUSINESS
SCRAPBOOK RESTORATION

Yehudah Plaut asked the Herberts how much KBS owed for the work done so far, but
they have not gotten back to him. They’re continuing the work.

ANNUAL MEETING

Barry suggested having the annual meeting on September 8. Elaine thought it would
be difficult after election of officers for a new president to take over the running and
organization of the HH. Barry offered to stay through the holidays for a smooth
transition through the middle of October. Joel made a motion to have the annual
meeting on September 8 at 10 am on Zoom. The motion was seconded and passed.

UPCOMING JEWISH OBSERVANCES

RIDLEY MURRAY’S BAT MITZVAH

Ridley is continuing to study and prepare for July 20.
SIMCHAT TORAH/CZECH SCROLLS 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Suggested date: Friday, October 25, Simchat Torah

State or Island-wide gathering

Appeal to restore torah

Bring over Czech family who has maintained the synagogue as a museum
Band concert with Jonathan Marmelzot, friend of Barry

BAE financial support

Need someone to spearhead this event

NEW BUSINESS

CHANUKAH PARTY



Barry suggested the date be Sunday, December 29, and located at Hale Halawai.
Alan will check the date with the County.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next board meeting will be held May 5 at 10 a.m. on Zoom.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:36 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nella Silverman
Secretary



