
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

May	5,	2024


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Alan	Silverman,	Nella	Silverman,	Sarah	Kramer,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Barry	Blum,	Mike	
Bernstone,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Vic	Greenspan,	and	Eva	Pierce


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


R.	Shari	Berman,	Heather	Rivera	and	Joel	Gimpel


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


The	board	meeting	began	at	10:02	a.m.


OPENING	PRAYER


Alan	read	“A	Prayer	for	Yom	HaShoah”	that	was	composed	by	Chief	Rabbi	Lord	Sacks.	
May	peace	prevail	in	the	Middle	East	and	all	the	hostages	be	free!	If	anyone	feels	the	
need	for	a	discussion	of	what	is	going	on	in	Israel	or	the	rise	in	antisemitism,	Mike	
noted	that	Jewish	Community	Services	(JCS)	is	holding		Zoom	discussions	on	the	
first	Wednesday	of	the	month	at	7	p.m.		Call	kamala@jcs-hi.org	to	RSVP.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	by	Mike	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	April	7,	2024,		board	
meeting	were	approved.


HIGH	HOLIDAY	(HH)	RABBI	SELECTION


Cantor	Chomsky	has	accepted	the	$6500	honorarium.		He	will	pay	for	his	auto	
rental.		He	will	be	contacted	by	Shai	and	Trina	Yerlick	and	Yehuda	and	Aviva	Plaut	
regarding	lodging.	


Rabbi	Lev	was	notified	by	letter	informing	him	we	were	going	with	another	clergy	
for	HH.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


The	financial	report	was	emailed	to	the	board	before	the	meeting.		


mailto:kamala@jcs-hi.org


The	$175,000	CD	of	our	building	fund	came	due	and	the	interest	accrued	was	
deposited.	The	CD	was	renewed	at	5%	interest	for	one	year	through	Schwab,	J.P.	
Morgan	CD.


Rental	payments	went	out	to	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	and	an	
insurance	bill	was	paid.


Elaine	moved	to	accept	the	April	Treasurer’s	report.	The	motion	was	seconded	and	
passed.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS


FACILITIES


The	HQCG	still	won’t	confirm	any	dates	to	rent	their	facility	past	June	2024.	.		The	
July	20	bat	mitzvah	has	a	reservation	at	Kona	Education	Center	(KEC)	as	backup.	We	
have	30	days	prior	to	that	date	to	cancel	without	penalty.


KEC	thrift	shop	will	not	close	during	the	weekdays,	which	would	be	a	problem	for	
parking	during	HH.	There	was	a	suggestion	to	organize	a	shuttle	from	Jackie	Rey’s	to	
KEC	on	Rosh	Hashanah	day.


WEBSITE


Alan	has	updated	the	banner	software	but	otherwise	no	changes	to	the	website.


CEMETERY


Heather	has	taken	over	the	job	of	shomer	for	the	cemetery.		Eva	reported	that	
Heather	researched	if	there	were	any	rules	for	the	mechitza	and	there	are	none.	
After	looking	into	the	cost	for	fencing,	Eva	thought	it	would	be	around	$500.		Eva	
will	pass	on	the	information	to	Heather	and,	when	it	is	time	for	the	replacement	of	
the	fence,	it	can	be	done	in	coordination	with	Homelani	Cemetery.


Barry	informed	Mike	that	the	plots	that	Heather	and	her	mom	bought	outside	the	
mechitza	from	Homelani	are	now	switched	to	ones	inside	the	mechitza.		The	
paperwork	has	been	completed.	Barry	will	send	a	new	map	to	Mike.


BIKUR	CHOLIM


Aviva	Plaut	is	back	home	after	her	mother’s	funeral	in	Israel.	May	her	memory	be	a	
blessing.

Trina	Yerlick	has	broken	her	ankle.	


JEWS	NEWS


Beth	Aloha	Elohim	(BAE)	had	a	successful	seder	with	over	100	people	in	attendance.	
Food	was	potluck.	Cantor	Roz	Barak	led	the	service.

BAE’s	next	event	will	be	services	on	Friday,	May	17,	with	Rabbi	Sydney	Mintz.

Cantor	Roz	Barak	will	conduct	the	HH	services	in	the	fall.




The	Pierces	attended	the	Chabad	of	Hilo’s	seder.		The	highlight	was	Eva	held	the	
rebbetzin’s	new	baby.			Seder	was	lovely,	informative	and	ended	at	11:30	p.m.


The	Blums	went	to	the	seder	held	at	Paleaku	Gardens	Peace	Sanctuary		on	Saturday	
led	by	Mayor	Mitch	Roth.	Most	of	the	people	attending	were	not	Jewish	but	Barry	
was	able	to	read	the	four	questions	in	multiple	languages,	as	was	the	KBS	tradition.	
Food	was	potluck	and	it	ended	at	9	pm.


Congregation	Beth	Or	in	Pahoa	had	a	seder	on	Sunday	night.


SHABBAT	BEHAR	 May	25,	2024		 10:30	a.m.


	 Location:	 HQCG

	 Leader:	 Aviva	Plaut

	 Torah:		 Aviva,	Vic	and	possibly	R.	Shari

	 Drash:		 Possibly	R.	Shari

	 Challah:	 Silvermans

A	discussion	ensued	about	how	to	attract	Jews	to	our	events	since	we	basically	no	
longer	have	a	newspaper	in	Kona.		


SCRAPBOOKS


Yehudah	made	contact	with	the	Herberts.		They	are	winding	up	the	school	year	and	
will	get	back	to	the	scrapbook	project	this	summer.	They	are	aware	of	it	and	it	will	
get	done.


HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)


Cantor	Chomsky	would	like	to	have	input	about	what	KBS	wants	him	to	do	besides	
the	services	while	he’s	here:		One	suggestion	was	to	have	a	brunch	with	the	Cantor,	
possibly	on	Sunday,	October	6,	possibly	at	Holualoa	Garden	and	Kitchen.	The	
remembrance	of	the	October	7th	attack	in	Israel	will	be	on	Simchat	Torah.


Annual	Meeting	is	September	8.


CZECH	SCROLLS	60TH	ANNIVERSARY	 SIMCHAT	TORAH?		 OCTOBER	25?


Barry	would	like	to	have	a	concert	with	his	band	plus	his	friend	Jonathan	possibly	at	
the	Kona	Education	Center	(KEC).		Will	need	help	organizing	this	event.


CHANUKAH	PARTY	 SUNDAY,	DECEMBER	29?


Barry	asked	if	Hale	Halawai	would	be	available.		Alan	said	that	venue	has	been	
booked	far	in	advance	every	time	he’s	asked	for	a	date.		But	he	will	ask	about	12/29.




NEW	BUSINESS


Rebecca	Barnes	from	BAE	is	looking	for	farm	worker	opportunities	for	Israeli	
Defense	Force	(IDF)		with	PTSD.		She	wants	to	start	a	program	for	healing.


Alan	brought	up	the	idea	of	having	a	community-wide	commemoration	(like	we	did	
for	the	Tree	of	Life)	for	the	October	7	attacks.	with	the	emphasis	on	tolerance	and	
coexistence.		Chuck	Frumin	of	HQCG	would	be	a	resource	as	a	community	church	
organizer.	Security	would	be	a	concern.	It	might	become	a	magnet	for	people	who	
wave	anti-Zionist,	anti-semitic	signs..	This	deserves	thought	and	to	figure	out	the	
state	of	the	world	at	that	time.


Kona	for	Palestine	picketed	Island	Naturals,	saying	Russell	Ruderman	supports	
genocide.	Vivienne	reported	this	action	to	the	Anti-Defamation	League.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	board	meeting	will	be	held	June	2	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.	


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:25	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary


