
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

January	5,	2025


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Alan	Silverman,	Nella	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Barry	Blum,	Vic	Greenspan,	
Heather	Rivera,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Stuart	Liroff	and	Mike	Bernstone


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Sarah	Kramer,	R.	Shari	Berman	and	Joel	Gimpel


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


Heather	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	10:00	a.m.


OPENING	PRAYER


Aviva	read	the	prayer	for	community	from	the	Reform	siddur.		Mishebeirach	was	
said	for	those	in	need	of	healing,	including	David	and	Lynn	Chazin,	Jan	Rae,	Marilyn	
Anderson,	Sarah	Kramer,	Aviva	Plaut,	Linda	and	Lou	Harris.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	by	Barry	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	December	1,	2024,		
board	meeting	were	approved.	


PRESIDENT’S	WORDS


Vic	encouraged	us	to	do	the	work	we	need	to	do.		Heather’s	monthly	mention	
recognized	Alan’s	work	keeping	everyone	informed	with	emails,	texts	about	
gatherings,	challah	and	so	much	more.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


The	financial	report	was	emailed	before	the	meeting	to	the	board	.


In	January	the	annual	web	maintenance	fee	will	be	paid.		Monthly	checks	of	$300	are	
being	paid	to	New	Thought	Center	Hawaii	(NTCH)	for	rent.		This	is	a	reduction	in	
cost	which	should	help	our	expenses.	Mike	will	get	out	reminders	to	members	who	
have	yet	to	pay	their	yearly	dues.		A	full	membership	list	for	this	year	will	be	sent	to	



the	board.	Vic	moved	to	accept	the	treasurer’s	report.		It	was	seconded	and	approved	
by	the	board.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS


FACILITIES


The	dates	for	shabbats	and	High	Holidays	have	been	booked	with	NTCH.


	Alan	purchased	an	inexpensive	portable	hotspot	from	Verizon	that	worked	fine	for	
the	last	shabbat.


CEMETERY


With	a	vote	for	purchase	of	Homelani-owned	plot	inside	Beit	HaShamayim	(Block	50	
C-4),	Board	members	sent	in	their	approval	via	email	on	12/17/2024	as	payment	
needed	to	be	made	by	end	of	year.		Price	increase	occurred	January	1,	2025,	per	
Melonie	Lucero	at	Homelani.		Heather	received	email	from	Mike	that	purchase	had	
been	completed.	Barry	moved	to	affirm	the	decision	to	buy	the	plot	approved	by	
emergency	vote.		The	motion	was	seconded	and	passed.	The	next	question	to	be	
decided	at	a	future	meeting	will	be	how	much	to	charge	members	for	the	remaining	
lots.		


WEBSITE


There	is	a	website	meeting	planned	next	week	to	plan	how	to	refresh	the	online	
presence.	Heather,	Alan,	Elaine	and	Yehudah	plan	to	attend.


Alan	brought	up	the	unusual	number	of	unsubscribe	requests	opting	out	of	the	
mailing	list	during	December.		He	asked	for	the	Board’s	help	contacting	those	to	
make	sure	it	is	what	they	intended.


BIKUR	CHOLIM


Today	there	is	a	memorial	for	Ray	Jackson,	husband	of	Joan	Jackson,	who	were	
members	of	KBS.


Barry	said	Ira	Leitel	passed.		He	lived	in	Oahu	but	was	responsible	for	KBS	being	able	
to	use	a	space	at	Mauna	Lani	shops	for	several	years.	His	wife	will	bring	his	ashes	to	
Kona	in	July	for	a	memorial.


MEMBERSHIP	COMMITTEE


Elaine	reported	that	with	Stuart’s	help,	there	is	a	brainstorming-for-ideas	doc	on	
Google	that	has	been	active.		The	committee	would	like	to	institute	a	Friday	night	
shabbat	gathering	once	a	month.	The	first	one	will	be	at	the	Silvermans	and	will	be	a	
training	session	for	the	committee	members	with	the	Plauts	as	leaders.	Vivienne	
asked	that	they	be	scheduled	on	Friday	nights	that	are	not	conflicting	with	Beit	
Aloha	Elohim’s	(BAE)	usual	first	and	third	Friday	night	services.




ADULT	LEARNING


Aviva	is	beginning	to	form	a	way	to	revive	the	Varieties	of	Jewish	Experience	
program.		As	Aviva	learns	of	visiting	cantors	or	rabbis,	we	could	set	aside	dates	to	
learn	from	them	or	celebrate	holidays,	e.g.	Shavuot.		There	are	so	many	good	ideas,	
but	it	will	take	time	to	see	how	to	incorporate	them	into	KBS:	Judaism	101,	book	
club	with	Jewish	subject,	Talmud	study,	cooking	(kashrut),	etc.		Viv	mentioned	that	
Cantor/Rabbi	Roz	Barak	would	be	interested	in	helping	with	Judaism	101.


SHABBAT	VAERA	 JANUARY	25,	2025	 	 10:30	a.m.


	 Location:	 NTCH

	 Leader:	 Aviva

	 Torah:		 Aviva,	?Vic,	?Priscilla	Kostiner

	 Drash:		 Priscilla	Kostiner,	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day

	 Security:	 Vic

	 Challah:	 Silvermans

	 9	a.m.	setup:	 Silvermans,	Vic,	Plauts

	 Potluck


JEWS	NEWS


Beth	Or	Hilo	will	have	a	shabbatluck	on	February	27,	community	meal	and	service.

Because	Rabbi	Yeshaya	Rotenberg	of	Hilo	Chabad	has	recently	become	a	father	for	a	
second	time,	Sunday	Torah	study	has	been	cancelled	for	a	while.


OLD	BUSINESS


Shavuot,	June	1-3:	Aviva	has	been	contacted	by	a	Rabbi	Kerry	Chaplin	from	
California	that	she	would	be	in	Kona	and	was	wondering	what	KBS	is	planning	at	
that	time.		Perhaps	we	can	welcome	back	R.	Shari	to	Kona	at	the	same	time.		Alan	
could	find	out	if	NTCH	would	be	available	that	Sunday	night,	June1,	or	Monday	am,	
June	2.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	February	2	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.	Please	send	any	
agenda	items	to	Heather	a	couple	of	weeks	ahead	of	the	meeting.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	10:57	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary


